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Abstract

After the death of the Prophet, the Companions derived rulings directly from the
Qur’an and the Sunnah. The Qur’an had been revealed in their Arabic language, and
the Prophet addressed them in it. However, as Islam spread and non-Arabs
embraced it, deriving figh rulings became increasingly difficult. Consequently,
qualified scholars capable of igtihad undertook this responsibility and became the
primary authorities in jurisprudence matters. Foremost among them were the four
great mugtahid imams: Abt Hanifa, Malik, al-Safi‘i, and Ahmad. People practiced
laqglid by following the figh school they considered most correct.Over time, some
laypeople became overly lenient in their practice of laqlid by following the juristic
concessions (or exemptions, rukhas) of scholars, even when the supporting evidence
was weak. In some cases, this led to talfiq (combining rulings from different figh
schools), whereby they adopted the easiest position in a single issue involving two or
more interrelated aspects in a manner that no mugtahid they followed would
endorse. This study examines the ruling on talfiq and the pursuit of juristic
concessions. Since both are branches of 1aqlid, it also explores the meaning of 1aqlid,
its distinction from ittiba“ (adherence based on evidence), and the rulings concerning
a layperson’s following of an unspecified or specific scholar.The study concludes
that laqlid is the adoption of another’s opinion without proof and that laypersons
are obligated to consult qualified scholars. It defines talfiq as a mugqallid’s adoption,
in a single issue with interrelated aspects, of a combination of rulings not upheld by
any of the mugtahids he/she follows. It further defines the pursuit of concessions as
choosing the easiest opinion in disputed matters for the sake of ease rather than
evidentiary strength. While both practices share this aim, the pursuit of concessions
is broader than talfiq. Since both prioritize ease over evidence, the study concludes
that they are impermissible.

Keywords: ease (yusr), removal of hardship (raf” al-harag), 37aqlid .
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al-Qur’an al-karim.
Ihkam al-fustl f1 ahkam al-usiil, Absi I-Walid Sulayman b. Halaf al-Bagi, haqqaqahu:
‘Abd al-Magid Turk, t1, 1401h, Bayriit, Dar al-Garb al-Islami.

* al-Thkam f1 ustl al-ahkam, ‘Al1 b. Ahmad b. Hazm, haqqagahu: Ahmad Sakir, Bayrtt,
Dar al-Afaq al-gadida.
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% al-Ihkam fi usil al-ahkam, ‘Al b. Ab1 ‘All al-Amidi, haqqaqahu: ‘Abd al-Razzaq
‘Afift, Bayriit, Dimasq, al-Maktab al-Islami.

* [rSad al-fuhil ila tahqiq al-haqq min ‘ilm al-ustl, hagqaqahu: Ahmad ‘Azzi ‘Inaya,
t1, Bayrut, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi.

* Irwa’ al-galil f1 tahrig ahadit Manar al-sabil, Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, t2,
Bayrt, al-Maktab al-Islamf.

*  Usul al-Sarahsi, Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Sarahsi, Bayriit, Dar al-Ma ‘rifa.

* Adwa’ al-bayan f11dah al-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an, Muhammad al-Amin al-Sinqiﬁ, Bayrtt,
Dar al-Fikr.

* ['lam al-muwaqqi‘tn ‘an rabb al-‘alamin, Muhammad b. Abi Bakr Ibn al-Qayyim,
haqgagahu: Muhammad ‘Abd al-Salam, t1, Bayrtt, Dar al-Kutub al-‘ilmiyya.

* al-Insaf fT ma‘rifat al-ragih min al-hilaf, ‘Al1 b. Sulayman al-Mardawi, t2, Bayrit, Dar
Ihya al-Turat al-‘Arabi.

* al-Bahr al-ra’iq Sarh Kanz al-daqa’iq, Zayn al-Din b. Ibrahim b. Nugaym, t2, Dimasq,
Dar al-Kitab al-Islam.

* al-Bahr al-muhtt f1 usiil al-figh, Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Zarkasi, t1, Dar al-
Kutubr.

* al-Burhan f1 usil al-figh, ‘Abd al-Malik b. ‘Abd Allah al—Guwaan, t1, 1418h, Bayriit,
Dar al-Kutub al-‘ilmiyya.

* al-Taqrir wa-l-tahbir Sarh al-Tahrir, Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Amir Hag, t2,
1403h, Bayriit, Dar al-Kutub al-‘ilmiyya.

* al-Talhts al-habir fi tahrig ahadit al-Rafi1 al-kabir, Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hagar al-
‘Asqalant, t1, 1419h, Bayrit, Dar al-Kutub al-‘ilmiyya.

* Taysir al-tahrir $arh al-Tahrir, Muhammad Amin al-ma‘rif bi-Amir Bad Sah, Bayriit,
Dar al-Fikr.

*  Gami" bayan al-‘ilm wa-fadlih, Yasuf b. “Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Barr, haqgaqahu: Abu
1-Asbal al-Zuhayri, t1, 1414h, al-Dammam, Dar Ibn al-Gaw?zl.

* HaSiyat al-Tahtaw1 ‘ala Maraqi al-falah Sarh Nir al-idah, Ahmad b. Muhammad al-
Tahtaw1, haqgaqahu: Muhammad al-Halidi, tl1, 1418h, Bayrut, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘ilmiyya.

* HaSiyat al-"Attar ‘ala Sarh al-Galal al-Mahalli ‘ala Gam' al-gawami’, Bayriit, Dar al-
Kutub al-‘ilmiyya.

* Radd al-muhtar ‘ala al-Durr al-muhtar Sarh Tanwir al-absar, Muhammad Amin b.
‘Umar ‘Abidin, t2, 1412h, Bayrit, Dar al-Fikr.

* Sunan Ibn Maga, Muhammad b. Yazid al-Qazwini, hagqagahu: Muhammad Fu’ad
‘Abd al-Baqi, al-Qahira, Dar Thya’ al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyya.

*  Sunan Ab1 Dawid, Sulayman b. al-A§"at al-Sigistani, hagqagahu: Muhammad Muhy1
al-Din ‘Abd al-Hamid, Sayda, Bayriit, al-Maktaba al-‘Asriyya.

* Sunan al-Tirmidi, Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Tirmidi, haqqaqahu: Ahmad Sakir wa-
ahartin, t2, 1395h, al-Qahira, Matba“at Mustafa al-Babi al-Halab.

* Sarh Tanqth al-fustl, Ahmad b. Idris al-Qarafi, hagqagahu: Taha ‘Abd al-Ra’tf, tl,
1393h, al-Qahira, Sarikat al-Tiba‘a al-fanniyya al-muttahida.

* Sarh al-Kawkab al-munir, Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Futihi al-ma‘raf bi-Ibn al-
Naggar, haqgaqahu: Muhammad al-Zuhayli wa-Nazith Hammad, t2, 1418h, al-Riyad,
Maktabat al-‘Ubaykan.
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Sarh al-Muhtasar, Mahmiid b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Isfahani, t1, 1406h, al-Sa‘tdiyya,
Dar al-Madani.

Sahih al-Buhari, “al-Gami‘ al-musnad al-sahih al-muhtasar min umir Rasil Allah wa-
sunanihi wa-ayyamihi”, Muhammad b. Isma‘1l al-Buhari, tl, 1422h, Bayrat, Dar
Tawq al-nagah.

Sahih Muslim, “al-Musnad al-sahih al-muhtasar bi-naql al-‘adl ‘an al-"adl ila Rasiil
Allah salla 1lahu ‘alayhi wa-sallam”, Muslim b. al-Haggag al-Naysaburi, haqqaqahu:
Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi, Bayrut, Dar Ihya’ al-Turat al-"Arabi.

al-‘Udda f1 ustl al-figh, Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. al-Farra’, haqgaqahu: Ahmad Sir
Mubaraki, t2, 1410h.

‘Umdat al-tahqiq fi al-tagqlid wa-I-talfig, Muhammad Sa‘id al-Bani, tl, 1923m,
Dimasq, Matba‘at Hukiimat Dimasq.

‘Awn al-ma‘bid Sarh Sunan Abi Dawid, Muhammad Asraf al-‘Azim Abadi, t2,
1415h, Bayrut, Dar al-Kutub al-‘ilmiyya.

Fatawa al-Ramli, Ahmad b. Hamza al-Ramli, al-Maktaba al-Islamiyya.

Fatawa al-Subki, ‘Al1 b. ‘Abd al-Kaft al-Subki, al-Qahira, Dar al-Ma ‘arif.

Qawaid al-ahkam f1 masalih al-anam, ‘Izz al-Din ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Abd al-Salam, al-
Qahira, Maktabat al-Kulliyyat al-Azhariyya.

al-Qawl al-mufid fi adillat al-igtihad wa-l-taqlid, Muhammad b. ‘Alf al-Sawkani,
haqqaqgahu: ‘Abd al-Rahman “Abd al-Haliq, t1, 1396h, al-Kuwayt, Dar al-Qalam.
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