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Abstract

The issue of combining legal rulings from different schools of thought, and the issue of deviating from
adherence to a specific school of thought, are topics that have sparked considerable debate in
jurisprudential and legal theory studies, particularly in light of the developments in contemporary
society, the multiplicity of new legal issues, and the accompanying diversification of methods of
reasoning and approaches to issuing legal opinions. The central problem addressed by this research
revolves around the following question: What is the Islamic legal ruling on combining rulings from
different schools of Islamic jurisprudence, and what are the limits of permissibility in deviating from a
particular school, in light of the established principles of legal methodology and the objectives of
Islamic law adopted by scholars of Islamic law?The researcher adopted an inductive-analytical
approach to this topic, examining the statements of imams and scholars in books of legal methodology
and jurisprudence. These statements were then analyzed in light of established legal principles and
compared between different jurisprudential trends without adopting any particular opinion. The
researcher also drew upon relevant contemporary studies.This study concluded that combining rulings
from different schools of thought is not a matter of consensus. Scholars have differed on this issue,
holding three main opinions, with the most sound view being that which allows for a more nuanced
approach. The prohibited form of combining rulings is that which leads to the omission of a religious
obligation, the legalization of a prohibited act, the pursuit of dispensations, contradicts a recognized
consensus, or creates a legal precedent not endorsed by any scholar. Permissible combining of rulings
is that which is done out of a legitimate need or necessity, or which adheres to the established legal
principles, free from personal bias and the pursuit of ease.The fundamental difference between
combining rulings and seeking dispensations is that the former may be based on scholarly reasoning or
necessity, while the latter is based on personal whims and is unanimously condemned by scholars.
Keywords:combining rulings, schools of Islamic jurisprudence, dispensations, scholarly reasoning,
following a school of thought
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Ibn Manzur al-Ansari al-Afriqi, Lisan al-Arab, ed. Ahmad Daoud, Scientific Books, Ist ed.,
Lebanon, 1424 AH/2003 CE, p. 397:10, entry for "lafq"; Majd al-Din Muhammad Yaqub al-
Fayruzabadi, Al-Qamus al-Muhit, Al-Fayruzabadi, Heritage Verification, Ist ed., Al-Risalah

Foundation, n.d., p. 829; Abu al-Zayza al-Saqq, Asas al-Balaghah, ed. Muhammad Basil Uyun al-
Sud, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, Lebanon, 1419 AH/1998 CE, p. 175:2.
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> _Muhammad Ibrahim al-Hafnawi, Tabsir al-Nujaba' bi-Haqiqat al-Ijtullatih wa-al-Talfiq wa-al-Ifta’,
Dar al-Hadith, Cairo, 1st ed., 1995.

*_Ibid., p. 261.

“Ibid., p. 263

--2Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Hassan Al-Saidi, Al-Talfiq and its Ruling in Islamic Jurisprudence, a
paper presented at the Fatwa Conference, King Saud University, Islamic Research Academy,
affiliated with the Muslim World League, n.d., p. 14.

¢ _Abdullah Al-Saidi, previous reference, p. 14.

".See: Al-Hafnawi, previous reference, p. 265.
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¥ .Muhammad Salam Madhkur, Usul al-Figh al-Islami, Dar al-Nahda, ed., 1976, p. 352.

’.Muhammad Ibrahim Al-Hafnawi, previous reference, p. 266.

' -Al-Sanhuri Muhammad Ahmad Faraj, Al-Talfiq Bayn Ahkam al-Madhahib, Al-Azhar Magazine,
Dhu al-Qi'dah, April 1964, p77.

"' _Mr. Muhammad Musa Thawana, Ijtihad and the Extent of Our Need for It, published by Al-Madani
Press, Egypt, p. 548.

""Mr. Muhammad Musa Thawana, ibid., p. 548.

" _Abdullah Al-Saidi, ibid., p. 20

-4See: Ibn Abidin, Radd Al-Mukhtar ala Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar, Sharwat Al-Absar, ed. Muhammad Al-
Azzazi, Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyah, Beirut, 1971, 1:67

-Dr. Mardi bin Al-Mashouh Al-Anzi, an article entitled "Al-Talfiq Bi-Ali Al-Faghiyya", published on
the Al-Aluka website, Beirut, 1971, 17/10/2007.
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“_Dr. Nabil Abu Manshar, Fabrication in Islamic Law, Journal of Islamic Studies, Issue 13, 1430
AH/February 2009.

--As the poet Abu Nuwas did, claiming that Abu Hanifa was a follower of the Sunnah, and that

Imfllrgnsal-Shaﬁ'i was a follower of the Sunnah. See: Muhammad Sa'id al-Bani, previous reference,
p- .

-See: Muhammad Sa'id al-Bani, previous reference, p. 61.

16

17

18

-See: Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi, Summary of the Investigation, p. 18.

" _See: Ibn al-Abidin, previous reference, p. 75.

* See: al-Qarafi, previous reference, p. 432; al-Shatibi, previous reference, 103:05.

*' .See: al-Amidi, previous reference, 256:03

? .See: Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Haythami, Tuhfat al-Muhtaj fi Sharh al-Mujram al-Minan al-
Tijariyya al-Kubra, Egypt, n.d., 1983, p. 7, p. 240.

» .Muhammad Ahmad al-Safarini, al-Tahqiq fi Butlan al-Talfiq, ed. 8d 8d al-Dakhil, Dar al-Sami'i,
Saudi Arabia, 1sted., 1418 AH/1998 CE, p. 171.

* Dr. Nabil Abu Manshar, previously cited reference, p. 100.
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** ‘Muhammad Sa'id al-Bani, previously cited reference, p. 228.

*.Ibn Juzayy, Taqrib al-Wusul ila 'Ilm al-Usul, ed. Muhammad al-Murtatt al-Shingiti, 2nd ed., 1426
AH, p. 450.

“Tbn al-Najjar, Sharh al-Kawkab al-Munir, ed. Muhammad al-Zuhayli, Al-Qura Press, Makkah al-
Mukarramabh, 1st ed., 1408 AH, p. 478.

** _See: Ibn al-Humam al-Hanafi, al-Tahrir, p. 454.

* _Al-Zarkashi, previous reference, p. 832

** .See: Wahbah al-Zuhayli, Usul al-Figh al-Islami, p. 1144.
*' Muhammad Sa'id al-Bani, previous reference, p. 193.

% .See: Hashiyat al-Dasuqi 'ala al-Sharh al-Kabir, 1:20.

* _Muhammad Sa'id al-Bani, previous reference, p. 206.

** _Al-Zarkashi, previous reference, p. 622.

* ‘Muhammad Sa'id al-Bani, previous reference, p. 194.
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* .See: Muhammad Sa'id al-Bani, previous reference, pp. 200-201.

7 Dr. al-Maiman, previously cited reference, p. 8. 4-
-4Abdullah Al-Saidi, previous reference, p. 25

* _Muhammad Saeed Al-Bani, previous reference, p. 200.
“_Al-Durr Al-Mukhtar with Ibn Abidin's commentary, 1:75

“ .Muhammad Saeed Al-Bani, previous reference, p. 200; Wahba Al-Zuhaili, Usul Al-Figh Al-Islami,
p. 1146.

“ Dr. Nasser bin Abdullah Al-Maiman, previous reference, p. 6.

Khalid Al-Ruwaita, previous reference, 2:513. *.
44

-Al-Qaradawi, The Differences Among the Imams and the Ruling on Following Them,
https://www.al-qaradawi.net/node/4089 accessed on 10/12/2013.
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# -Muhammad bin Abdul-Razzaq bin Ahmed Al-Duwaish, previously cited reference, p. 241.
“ .See: Muhammad Ibrahim Al-Hafnawi, previously cited reference, p. 271.

7 .Mazyan Hammash, previous reference, p. 757. -.

* _Ghazi Al-Otaibi, previous reference, p. 30.

* See: Al-Safarini, previous reference, p. 148.

* .Ghazi Al-Otaibi, previously cited reference, p. 31.

*' . Ibid., p. 29.

* . Al-Maiman, previously cited reference, p. 7.

* .Abdullah Al-Saidi, previously cited reference, p. 42.
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** _See: Muhammad Saeed Al-Bani, previously cited reference, p. 210.
-1See: Muhammad Saeed Al-Bani, previously cited reference, p. 109; Wahba Al-Zuhaili, previously
cited reference, 2:1147; Khalid Al-Ruwaita, reference, Qabrjaja, 2:1057.

-See: Muhammad Al-Duwaish, previous reference, p. 23. .

*".See: Ghazi Al-Otaibi, previous reference, p. 32.
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**.Dalila Razi, Guidelines for Doctrinal Benefit, International Conference on Doctrinal Jurisprudence
in Family Law, October 24-25, 2018, Constantine, p. 93.

* Nasser bin Abdullah Al-Maiman, previous reference, p. 11; see: Khalid Al-Ruwaita, previous
reference, 2:515.

* _Dalila Razi, previous reference, p. 96
%' See: Ibn Hazm Al-Zahiri, Al-Thkam fi Usul Al-Ahkam, 6:60
“.See: Ibn Al-Qayyim Al-Jawziyya, I'lam Al-Muwaqqi'in 'an Rabb Al-'Alamin, 3:532.
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“.Al-Fatawa Al-Fighiyya Al-Kubra, 4:289
*_The same source, 4:316.

% .Ibn Al-Qayyim quotes Imam Ahmad (may God have mercy on him) in I'lam Al-Muwaqqi'in 'an
Rabb Al-'Alamin, 3:488.

%Ibn Juzayy, Taqrib Al-Wusul ila 'Tlm Al-Usul, p. 450.
_See: Al-Taymiyyah, Al-Musawwadah fi Usul al-Figh, 2:921
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